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Januari 2018                                                                              Joop Hendrix 

 

                Typhoon MN 247 crash 21-03-1944 Vortum Mullem           

 

Intro. 

Around june 2016 Planehunters recovery team together with interested people 

from the community of Boxmeer Holland and Study Group Volkel started a 

project to locate all crashsites from WW2 aircraft in their community.  

In total 25 possible crashes have been coming up during the investigation. All of 

these crashes will be throughly checked on the paperwork that is available,  

mostly witness accounts or Police reports. Also locations will be searched with 

a metal detector to find proof that indeed an aircraft on a crash location is the 

one stated in the documents. In the past we sometimes encountered that 

mistakes were made and a different aircraft was a the crash location. 

One of the crashes that came up was of a Typhoon IB that crashed at Vortum 

Mullem one of the little villages belonging to the municipaly of Boxmeer. The 

aircraft supposely crashed on 21 March 1944 and the pilot Flight lieutenant 

P.E.Raw was killed. The aircraft was the MN247 from 183 Squadron. 
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The Mission. 

Fl.Lt Raw took of from airfield Manston for a fighter sweep (An offensive mission by 

fighter aircraft to seek out and destroy enemy aircraft or targets of opportunity in an allotted area of 

operations)  above occupied area and West Germany. According the witness 

skipper Petrus van der Hurk from Lith he attacked his steamship. The ship was 

berthed at the warf of Afferden. Flying low from east to west he opened fire, the ship 

was hit multiple times by 20mm fire. Then they felt a shudder going through the ship , 

Raw had hit the mast of his ship with his aircraft and the mast broke off halfway. The 

aircraft crashed in a field west of the river and flipped over. Other documentation 

comes up with the Typhoon of Raw being hit by Flak that caused the crash! 

Documentation. 

During the project Leo Janssen who searched through all municipals files from 

WW2 found the police report which is included on the this page. The police 

stated that they found the wreckage of the plane and the body of the pilot 

beside it,  he was dead. According witnesses the aircraft had struck the mast of 

a ship on river the Maas. The remains of the aircraft were scattered over about 

3 fields according the report. 
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In the report it is stated Police assumed it was an English aircraft, and a global 

position is given as approximately 500 meter west of the river Maas not far 

from the ferry to Afferden.  

Investigations from Study group Volkel  brought up Typhoon MN247 had Sqn 

code TP-T ( the Sqn code is from 198 sqn,  the aircraft was just transfered to 

183 Sqn).  

Metal detector investigation. 

The area the aircraft supposely crashed was the red cornered area of fields all 

seperate by hedges see aerial picture below. 

 

In reality it is a huge area and belongs to the Dutch authority’s and after we got 

permission to search the area it took hours before we found the first 2 pieces 

of metal that looked to be aircraft pieces.  Also the grass was very high which is 

not helpfull to the detectors.                               
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Picture of the first found parts: 

     

After the grass was cut a few weeks later we went back and located much more 

and bigger parts. It started with pieces of the radiator and big parts from the 

engine came out. When we finished almost only engine related parts were 

found.  

The engine of the typhoon Ib was een Napier Sabre and the version used for 

the Typhoon IB were either the IIA,IIb or IIC . 

This is how the engine looks ( in pic the IIA) a liquid cooled H-24 sleeve valve 

piston engine. 
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A picture of the typhoon with the big oil cooler below the engine: 

 

The finds we did were from a Napier sabre engine at first lots of copper pipes 

that make up the oil cooler 

  

A little deeper we found an interesting piece of Aluminium which had still a 

type plate attachted. By research I found out it was attatched to the spinner of 

the propellor,  right pic after some good cleaning. 
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Next find was a big part of the gear system of the Napier sabre and pieces 

aluminium surrounding the engine. Also found the inner part of the oil cooler

 

         

Inner part oil cooler                                          example picture of the oil cooler 

Also we saw a big part a little deeper in the ground, gears sticking out!! 
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This is how it looks after extraction and a  little cleaned up.       

                        

                       

This is a drawing of the inside of the engine were the gears can be recognized 
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It is the “housing cover” of the Napier Sabre with the part number (94215) on it 

that is confirmed by the Napier Sabre manual. 

                             

                

     Example picture from the Napier sabre engine with our find highlighted. 
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Also a small part was found bearing numbers that begin with A1. Typhoon 

aircraft related part numbers always begin with A1. 

            

 

There were lots of other part numbers found some examples: 
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Conclusion. 

The overall conclusion is that we are certain that the Typhoon MN247 from 

Flight lieutenant Raw has been found based on the Police report and further 

historic proof from the Study Group Airbase Volkel by Ruud Wildekamp. The 

finds of the parts were 100% Napier sabre the engine from the Typhoon and 

confirmed the position of the crash. 

 

 

The Pilot. 

119259 Flying Officer Peter Edward 'Slosher' Raw, D.F.C. Joined 
609 Squadron 30th June 1942, Killed in Action with the rank of 
Flight Lieutenant with 183 Squadron 21st March 1944. 
 
Peter 'Slosher' Raw, an insurance broker in Ealing before the war, 
was one of four brothers of which only one, Michael, survived the 
war, (receiving the Air Force Cross in 1955). Another brother, 
Squadron Leader Anthony William Raw, also won the AFC, as well 
as the Distinguished Flying Cross like Peter, and their father, 
Commander Frederick E. Raw, had previously won the 
Distinguished Service Cross whilst serving in the Royal Navy. He 
had fought at the Battle of Jutland and was awarded the DSC for 
the Dover Patrol in 1917. He suffered a heart attack in his garden 
and died in 1932.  His brother Anthony was killed with 156 
Squadron, a Pathfinder unit of Bomber Command, a few months 
later on 11th September. The other brother, Pilot Officer John 
Frederick Raw died on 30th April 1941 and is buried in Wiltshire. 
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Peter box competitively, and had joined 609 Squadron in the 
company of Roy Payne and Humphrey Gilbert on 30th June 1942, 
all of them coming from the same Operational Training Unit, and all 
ex-Army. According to Roy Payne, speaking in 2002 "there are a 
whole load of cannon shells embedded in the grass runway at 
Duxford. Peter Raw was coming in to land, and when he selected 
Flaps the cannons started blazing. Gave him a hell of a shock. 
Someone had connected the wiring incorrectly." His 'personal' 
Hawker Typhoon MKIB while with 609 (West Riding) Squadron, 
serial number DN406 coded PR-F, carried the name of his wife, 
Mavis, painted on the cowling.  
 

 
 
 Manston 1943:  Peter with the “Wing-Commander goat” !! 
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Napier Sabre engine. 

 
Also a few years back Thijs Hellings from Planehunters came in contact with a 

farmer who was ploughing his field along the river Maas further up north and 

got stuck on a big piece of metal. The engine was recovered and it was  a 

complete Napier sabre with the oil cooler. 
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Unveilling the monument 

In October 2017 our workgroup unveilled a monument close to the 

crash position of Peter’s Typhoon. Due to bad weather the ceremony 

was held inside a municipal building in Vortum Mullem. About 250 

people attended from which 21 family members of the Raw family. 

Peter’s daughter Maureen and Anthony’s daughter Paula were guests 

of honour. 

The ceremony lasted about 90 minutes with speaches from a Dutch 

Airforce General who also flew in the RAF and currently is the pilot of 

the Dutch Spitfire. The were school children involved and lots of 

other people from teh local community. 

The monument was unveilled and a few weeks later it was placed at 

the Schutkooi in Vortum Mullem about 300 yards away from the 

crashsite. 

 

 

The Raw family on the first 2 rows attending from all over the world. 
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Peter with Maureen and Paula               Maureen  

The monument at location  “the Schutkooi” in Vortum Mullem. 

 

 



15 
 

           

Also John and Anthony are remembered on the plaquette attached 

to the monument. 

Display 

Presently some parts of this aircraft are displayed together with the 

other finds of the Boxmeer project at the museum of Tonnie Ebben. 

He has a private museum called: van postzegel tot tank, translated 

“from stamp to tank”. 
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Thanks to: 

All members from the committee  “Vliegtuigcrashes Boxmeer WW2” 

Special to: Ruud Wildekamp from Study Group Volkel 

Leo Janssen for the documentation files 

Sjaak de Veth and Jack Baten for detecting 

Hans Ooms en Benny Ceulars for information about the pilot 

 

Typhoon as flown by Fl.Lt Raw with 198 Sqn markings. 

 

 

 

 

 


