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Crash report  W/O Arnost Mrtvy  313 SQN. 

 

April 19th 1944,the “Transport Campaign” is well on its way. Railway 

yards in France and Belgium were one of the many targets to disrupt the 

transportation of German troops and material to the D-Day landing zone. 

On the 19th of April the USAAF send a large formation of B-26 Marauders 

to the railway station of Mechelen in Belgium. The RAF would send 312 

Sqn. and 313 Sqn. as there escort. 

It was about 18.40 h that the first bombs were falling on Mechelen station. 

By this time the Focke-Wulfs from Jagdgeschwader 26 were patrolling the 

sky searching for the bomber formations.  

312 Sqn lost the Spitfire of Fl/Lt Budil (Spit. MK248) above Mechelen. It 

was about 19.00h that eyewitnesses saw a Spitfire being attacked by two 

German Fighters above Herentals. The Spitfire tried to get away ,but it 

was to late. The eyewitnesses saw black smoke coming from the engine. 

At first  the witnesses were looking at the “Dog fight”, now they had to 

run for there lives because the smoking Spitfire was coming straight to the 

potatofield were they were working on. The father pulled his sons in to a 

ditch behind a barn, he just saw the pilot jumping out. A few seconds later 

the Spitfire crashed in the field making a big crater, one of the wings 

broke of and slammed in to the farmhouse. Nobody was hurt. 

At the same time some 400 meters away another eyewitness saw the para-

chute coming down. 

The German Flak (12 SS. Pz. Div. ‘Hitler Jugend’)  unit that was stationed 

in Herentals shot down the parachute. The eyewitness told me he can still 

remember the sound of the silk flapping in the wind ,the parachute was 

torn to shreds. The pilot had no chance and crashed in a field some 400 

away from his plane. 

 

The next day the wife of Arnost Mrtvy received a telegram from the Air 

Ministry to inform here that here husband was missing in action on the 

19th of April. 



Telegram from Air Ministry 

A small part of the monthly history of 391st BG “Mission Malines” April 19th 1944 

Oblt . Wolfgang Neu claimed the Spitfire MJ558 ,Only 3 

days later on the 22nd of April Oblt. Neu was killed in action 

above the “Eifel” region 

 

Arnost Mrtvy was buried at Fort 3 Deurne and later reburied 

to the Schoonselhof Cemetery close to Antwerp were he still 

rests today.  

 

                                                                     Benny Ceulaers 



Oblt Wolfgang Neu JG26 

Who claimed the Spitfire MJ558 

Grave of Oblt   Wolfgang Neu +22/4/1944 

 

 

Focke Wulf “Blue 16” from JG26 

          Oblt. Wolfgang Neu JG26 



W/O Arnost Mrtvy  313 Squadron 



               313 Sqn. RAF 

Arnost and his wife  



Crash in England 12/11/1941 
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Mrtvy’s home 
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